NOMINATION OF HISTORIC DISTRICT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM ON CD (MS WORD FORMAT)

1. NAME OF HISTORIC DISTRICT
WASHINGTON SQUARE WEST

2. LOCATION
Please attach a map of Philadelphia locating the historic district.
Councilmanic District(s): 1°' District
SEE ATTACHED

3. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Please attach a map of the district and a written description of the boundary.
SEE ATTACHED

4. DESCRIPTION
Please attach a description of built and natural environments in the district.
SEE ATTACHED

5. INVENTORY

Please attach an inventory of the district with an entry for every property. All street
addresses must coincide with official Board of Revision of Taxes addresses.

Total number of properties in district: 1,509
Count buildings with multiple units as one.

Number of properties already on Register/percentage of total: 773 / 51%

Number of significant properties/percentage of total: 135/ 9%

Number of contributing properties/percentage of total: 1,251 / 83%

Number of non-contributing properties/percentage of total: 105/ 7%

(21 / 1% not visible from public right-of-way)

6. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach the Statement of Significance. SEE ATTACHED
Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1800 to 1979




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic district satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):

X

X X O X X X

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or
cultural characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of
a person significant in the past; or,

(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or
Nation; or,

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,
(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering
specimen; or,

(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose
work has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural
development of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a
significant innovation; or,

(9) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be
preserved according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an
established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or
() Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the
community.

7. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Please attach a bibliography.
SEE ATTACHED STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

8. NOMINATOR

Name with Title John Andrew Gallery, Executive Director Email: john@preservationalliance.com

Organization Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia Date

Street Address 1616 Walnut Street, Suite 1620 Telephone 215-546-1146 x1_

City, State, and Postal Code Philadelphia PA 19103

Date of Receipt:
[] Correct-Complete [] Incorrect-Incomplete Date:

Date of Preliminary Eligibility:

PHC Use ONLY

Date of Notice Issuance:

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:

Date of Final Action:
[ ] Designated [ ] Rejected 2/1/07
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3: Boundary Description

The Washington Square West Historic District and its boundaries are illustrated on the map on the
following page. The boundaries are irregular. The general boundaries of the district are:

North: Walnut Street between Watts and 11" Street, including some properties on the north side
of Walnut Street at 13" Street and between 11" and 12" Streets;

Irving Street and Locust Street between 11" and 8™ Streets.

West: Watts Street between Walnut and Lombard Streets; some properties west of Juniper
Street between Lombard and South Streets.

South: Rodman Street between Broad and 10™ Streets, including some properties on the south
side of Rodman between Broad and 13" Streets;

Lombard Street between 10" and 8" Streets, including properties south of Lombard on the
east side of 9" Street between Lombard and South Streets.

East: 8™ Street between Locust and Spruce Streets and Pine and Lombard Streets;
9™ Street between Spruce and Pine Streets;

11" Street between Walnut and Locust Streets.
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SECTION 4. DESCRIPTION

Introduction

The Washington Square West Historic District, located in Center City Philadelphia, is roughly
bounded by 8th, Watts, Walnut, and Rodman streets. The eastern edge of the District abuts the
Society Hill Historic District, and is less than one mile from the Delaware riverfront. Broad
Street’s “Avenue of the Arts” is at the western edge; the South Street corridor borders the south;
and the dense commercial/office uses of Chestnut Street are north of the District’s boundary.
The District consists of approximately 26 city blocks encompassing a very dense roughly one-
half square mile. The mostly contiguous buildings exhibit the range of architectural styles one
would expect to find employed during the period of significance, from the eighteenth through
late twentieth centuries. Federal and Greek Revival styles dominate, and these and several other
styles can be found as readily identifiable high-style examples, as well as more vernacular
adaptations.

The scale of buildings, which are overwhelmingly rowhouses, is mostly in the range of two to
four stories tall and two to three bays wide. Tall commercial, office, and apartment buildings,
clustered at the northern and western edges of the District, break significantly from this pattern.
While there have been numerous changes to individual buildings, overall the Washington Square
West Historic District retains a high degree of integrity in terms of building type and materials,
scale, plan, general architectural character and style, and the overall feeling of the district.

Narrative Description

The development of the Washington Square West Historic District follows the early
development of the city from the eighteenth century. As the Delaware riverfront and adjacent
lands became increasingly crowded, residents and businesses moved further west. This was not
a uniform street-by-street march to the Schuylkill, however, and the District is thus a patchwork
of buildings and rows built over the course of two centuries.

The District follows the grid pattern of Philadelphia’s streets. North-south running “number”
streets (8th through 13th) and east-west “tree” streets (Walnut, Locust, Pine, etc.) are the major
thoroughfares. Subdivided blocks, a diversion from William Penn’s original plan, contain a
network of small streets with correspondingly smaller buildings. The major thoroughfares have
cartways approximately twenty-six feet wide with sidewalks ranging from nine to sixteen feet;
smaller streets range from approximately six to twenty feet wide, with sidewalks from four to
nine feet wide. Numerous street trees and a few small parks and community gardens provide
relief from the very dense building pattern, and lend to the intimacy of the streetscapes.

The width and height of buildings correspond to the width of the street on which they are
located. Building widths on the smaller streets range from twelve to sixteen feet, while
rowhouses on the larger thoroughfares are between sixteen and twenty feet, with some as wide as
twenty-five feet. These larger rowhouses can be up to four stories tall (see Spruce and Pine
streets, 1100-1200 blocks). Buildings are situated directly adjacent to the sidewalk, with a stoop
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or similar entry. There are a few buildings on Pine and Spruce streets that have small setbacks,
and these are either paved or planted.

Brick is the primary building material in the District, paired with limestone, marble, or
brownstone trim. Stucco covers some brick facades. Some of the larger residences feature
brownstone exteriors. Roofs are primarily flat, though there are a number of mansard roofs from
the late nineteenth century, and a relatively small number of gable roofs.

The overall character of the District is a dense urban residential neighborhood composed of
mostly contiguous rowhouses (approximately 90%) with supporting commercial, religious,
restaurant, and other uses. The District’s history as an early and consistent locus of speculative
rowhouse development is evident in the number of uniformly designed blocks of buildings.
Spruce Street, in particular, contains significant examples of developer rows, including the
Thomas Ustick Walter-designed Portico Row on the 900 block of Spruce (c. 1830), and on the
1000 block: the William Lewis Development Row (c. 1840), John Stewart Development Houses
(c. 1874), and Jefferson Village Row (c. 1840). Another example, the result of the partnership of
John Savage and Joseph Dugan, is several buildings at 1206-1217 Spruce Street built from about
1820-1830. While there are a number of uniformly designed rowhouse blocks, there are also
examples of individual design and construction. For example, Wilson Eyre, Jr. designed several
distinctive rowhouses in the vicinity of 13th, Locust, and Spruce streets. While single-family
dwellings remain in the District, conversions into condominiums or apartments are common,
particularly in the larger buildings on the District’s main thoroughfares. More narrow two- to
three-story rowhouses on the smaller streets, such as Fawn or Quince, often remain single
family.

Apartment buildings, a manifestation of changing housing patterns in the early twentieth century,
are located near the north and west edges of the District. Many illustrate the various scales and
styles of apartment buildings as they developed, from three and four-story buildings (e.g. 1313
Spruce, Kennington Apartments at 1328-36 Pine, and the Pequot at 1300 Pine) to large multi-
story buildings like The Burlington (1321-23 Spruce), The Lenox (250 S. 13th), and The Parker
(1233-37 Spruce). The apartment buildings from the first half of the twentieth century often
have prominent central entries with canopies and/or signage. The construction of modernist
Casa Fermi (1300 Lombard) in the 1960s, designed by Oscar Stonorov as apartments for the
elderly, demonstrates the longevity and adaptability of this building type.

Churches remaining in the District are John Haviland’s St. George Orthodox Cathedral (250-56
S. 8th Street), Thomas Ustick Walter’s St. Peter Claver’s Church and associated school on the
1200 block of Spruce, Church of St. Luke and the Epiphany (318-30 S. 13th) and the Former
Central Presbyterian Church (832-36 Lombard; recently converted to residential use). Another
of Walter’s churches, the former Protestant Episcopal Church of the Ascension (also known as
Shiloh Baptist and Lombard St. Macedonia Church) at 1112-20 Lombard, has been converted to
apartments. The single cemetery, Mikveh Israel, on the 800 block of Spruce, is a National
Historic Landmark. The diversity of denominations associated with these houses of worship
reflects the multiplicity and shifting neighborhood populations over time.
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Examples of additional building types are scattered throughout the District; most have been
converted to other uses. Carriage houses small and large, mostly located on secondary streets,
have since been converted to residences (1342 Cypress, 1315 and 1317 Irving, 308 S. Quince,
and 825-27 Lombard) and a bar/restaurant (1322 Chancellor). A mid-nineteenth-century
warehouse at 1319 Irving is indicative of the earlier industrial presence in the neighborhood,
which has all but been erased. Utility buildings on South Juniper Street support the electricity-
intensive needs of local infrastructure as it developed in the early twentieth century (PECO
Waverly Street Substation at 401-413 and "City of Philadelphia Broad Street Subway Substation
No. 7" at 402-410).

Institutions, churches, schools, and other specialized uses are housed in free-standing buildings,
though some of these also conform to the row form, such as the Morris Animal Refuge at 1238-
42 Lombard Street. Institutional uses are grouped on the 1300 block of Locust Street (Historical
Society of Pennsylvania and the Library Company of Philadelphia) and the 800 blocks of Spruce
and Pine (though the primary Pennsylvania Hospital buildings on the 800 block of Pine are just
outside the district boundary, within the Society Hill Historic District). The famous historical
clubs in the District are clustered on the 200 block of Camac Street, although the Mask & Wig is
located on the 300 block of Quince.

Commercial uses are primarily located on the numbered streets and at the District’s northern
edge along Walnut Street. One notable exception is the area known as Antique Row on the 1000
and 1100 blocks of Pine Street. Mixed uses are common, with non-residential uses located at the
first floor, with residences or offices above. The Walnut Street corridor, the most concentrated
commercial strip in the District, evolved from a street of important residences to a primarily
commercial thoroughfare beginning in the years after the Civil War. Storefronts inserted at the
first floor have been altered according to changing fashions through the twentieth century, but
the upper stories often retain original character-defining features. The three-block Walnut Street
corridor has the widest variety of materials, building heights and styles in the District. Buildings
range from two to thirteen stories tall, and from one to five bays wide. A theater, offices, retail
establishments, and restaurants share the strip with former office buildings now converted to
multi-tenant housing in the upper stories.

Virtually any stylistic detail could be applied to the highly adaptable rowhouse form. Owing to
the presence of original building features and later alterations, the District contains a rich
diversity of style. The styles represent the major periods of construction, from Federal to
Italianate, to Colonial Revival to Post-Modern. Federal and Greek Revival styles are by far the
most represented, corresponding to the development of a large portion of the District in the first
half of the nineteenth century. Examples include the high style Greek Revival churches in the
district (St. George’s and St. Luke’s); blocks of Greek Revival buildings at 1304-24 Pine and on
the 1000 block of Clinton streets; and cohesive units of Federal style rowhouses on the north side
of the 1200 block of Rodman Street and at 1037-1043 Lombard. The block at 215-221 South
Sartain Street offers a smaller-scale example of the Federal, and block at 1110-1116 Pine
illustrates the typical door surrounds and other details of the Greek Revival style in the District.

Dominant late nineteenth-century styles include Queen Anne, Italianate, and Second Empire.
The twentieth century brought a mixture of new and revival styles. Colonial Revival and Tudor
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Revival gave way to the new aesthetics of Art Deco, Post-Modernism and the Neo Colonial.

Gothic Revival, Beaux Arts, Brutalism, Romanesque, and others are less of a presence in this
District. Vernacular rowhouses lacking defining stylistic details conform to the Philadelphia
rowhouse tradition of a brick facade with simple cornice and window and door openings.

Most construction related to Urban Renewal activities in the 1960s to 1980s was focused in the
southern portions of the District, particularly around Lombard, Pine, and intermediary streets.
Buildings were built and rehabilitated as part of larger development schemes or in a scattered site
approach. The Camac Village Development Plan, designed by Frank Weise in the 1960s, is
evocative of this period. The three-story, two-bay brick buildings built at 1201-17 Lombard and
423-29 South Camac streets are obviously modern, but were designed to suit the scale and
material of the surrounding neighborhood. The rehabilitation of 1204 and 1210-1216 Pine
(evens), also designed by Weise, retained existing buildings.

Conclusion

The Washington Square West Historic District illustrates the development of Philadelphia’s
residential and commercial core over two centuries. Contiguous rowhouses defined the form and
aesthetic of this dense urban neighborhood. As the city’s developed area continued to expand,
the neighborhood’s identity evolved from being at the city’s pioneering western edge to being a
distinct portion of the broader “Center City.” From the fashionable Portico Row speculative
housing of the early nineteenth century to the rehabilitations and new construction of the late
twentieth-century Urban Renewal era, the District illustrates the neighborhood’s major
development trends and architectural styles. Today the District continues to be a lively
residential neighborhood served by commercial, religious, and other supporting uses.

Much of the proposed Washington Square West Historic District is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places, and a portion of the District along Walnut Street overlaps the
National Register-listed East Center City Commercial Historic District. The Clinton Street
Historic District and Portico Row are smaller National Register historic districts nestled within
the boundaries. There are seventeen (17) individual resources already listed in or determined
eligible for the National Register, in addition to two (2) National Historic Landmarks.

Within the proposed District boundaries, 773 of the 1,509 properties (51%) are currently
individually listed in the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The 200 block of South
Camac Street, with its wood block paving, is included in the locally designated Thematic Paving
District. There are 135 significant (9%), 1,251 contributing (83%), and 105 non-contributing
(7%) resources. Twenty-one properties were not visible for survey from the public right of way,
and therefore have no classification (1%). The non-contributing resources in the District are
primarily parking lots, vacant lots, lots that have been converted to community gardens, and
buildings built outside of the period of significance (before 1800 or after 1979). The District
fully conveys its significance as an important example of Philadelphia’s development from the
late eighteenth through the twentieth centuries. The scale, materials, layout, architectural styles,
and overall character of a dense urban neighborhood and its attendant uses are fully represented
in Washington Square West.
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SECTION 5. INVENTORY

The following are sample inventory property forms for one representative block in the district.
The full inventory of property forms can be found on the CD enclosed with the nomination.





