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O
n December 15, 2006, the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
approved all variances for a
278 foot high condominium
tower (the “Americana”) in the

Old City Historic District in Philadelphia, not
withstanding opposition from the Old City
Civic Association, the Preservation Alliance,
Christ Church, other organizations in the area
and numerous residents of Old City — and
in spite of a City Council ordinance establish-
ing a 65 foot height restriction for the district.

Although the Zoning Board had agreed
to hold its decision until after the City
Planning Commission had a chance to
review the proposal, the Board surprisingly
went ahead in December prior to the
scheduled Planning Commission meeting.
The proposal had already been presented to
the Historical Commission, which tabled
its review for a period not to exceed six
months so as to allow for evaluation of the
significance of Little Boys Way, an historic
street located on the property.

In addition to exceeding the 65 foot height
limit established by City Council, the pro-
posed tower would significantly exceed the
height of the historic Christ Church steeple
(192 feet), a landmark on the city skyline for
over 300 years—and for 100 years the tallest
building in the country. This National Park
Service expressed concern about the impact
on the view of the Christ Church steeple in
a letter to the Zoning Board, which stated
that the proposed development could have
an adverse impact on Christ Church’s des-
ignation as a National Historic Landmark.

The Preservation Alliance, the Old City
Civic Association, and Christ Church have
filed appeals of the Zoning Board decision.

Germantown Avenue Repaving  
PennDOT held two community meetings

in Northwest Philadelphia in December to
discuss its proposed plans for repaving two
sections of Germantown Avenue. At one of
these meetings PennDOT’s representatives
stated that they did not feel bound by the
Historical Commission’s decision, which
required PennDOT to maintain the historic
street paving in the 5200 to 5400 blocks of
Germantown Avenue, since they had com-
plied with the Section 106 Review Procedure
required of state agencies. They were therefore
proceeding with plans that would maintain
the Belgian block paving  only along the sides
of the street and replace the block with con-
crete in the center surrounding the trolley
tracks. This plan had been rejected by the
Historical Commission after community
groups, individuals and the Preservation
Alliance expressed opposition to the plan at
Historical Commission meetings.

PennDOT’s statement that the Historical
Commission only has an “advisory” func-
tion raises a significant policy issue regard-
ing the protection of historic sites in
Philadelphia. The Alliance has urged the
Historical Commission and the City Law
Department to take legal action to protect
the Commission’s review authority over
state projects that have an adverse impact
on historic resources in Philadelphia.

T
he City’s Historic Preser-
vation Ordinance allows
the designation of historic
objects as well as historic
buildings. A number of

objects have been designated by the
Historical Commission, including the
Eagle in the Grand Court at Macy’s (in the
Wanamaker Building), the Winged Angel
at 30th Street Station, and the Dream
Garden mural in the Curtis Building.

In 2006, the Preservation Alliance sub-
mitted nominations to the Historical
Commission for designation of
several objects in the Straw-
bridge and  Clothier store at
8th and Market streets.
These include murals over
the elevator doors, the
ornate elevators doors
themselves, and the statue
“Il Porcellino” (The Wild
Boar). Strawbridge and
Clothier purchased and in-
stalled the boar statue in the
store in the 1966. It was original-

ly commissioned by Ferdinando Martinelli
of Florence and designed by Pietro Tacca
(1577-1640) and cast circa 1613.

The multiple Art Deco, highly stylized
metal elevator doors line the lobby of the
store’s ground floor. Above each set of
doors are colorful Art Deco murals by
Philadelphia artist William P. Sparks,
depicting historical events at Strawbridge
and Clothier and in the city’s history.

Mark Flood, a Philadelphia resident and
Alliance volunteer, researched and wrote

the nomination for 507 South Broad
Street, a property that the Circle

Mission Church, Home and
Training School of Pennsyl-

vania, owns and maintains
beautifully. The brown-
stone and terra cotta house
has a storied past; it was
designed by Furness, Evans
and Company as a residence

and owned by members of
the Lippincott and Cramp

families, respectively of pub-
lishing and ship building fame.
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Advocacy Set Backs

Zoning Board Approves 218 Arch Street

Historic Designation Nominations

A
t the end of 2006 four historic
structures in Philadelphia
were placed under preserva-
tion easement protection.
Earlier in the year ease-

ments were donated on the Marine Club
(South Broad Street at Washington Avenue)
and 266 Pearl Street, the one-time electric
company headquarters in Hartford, CT,
converted to condominiums by developers
Philadelphia Management.

The Marine Barracks a.k.a., Building
#100 is prominently sited in the heart of
the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard Historic
District and faces the southern terminus of
Broad Street across a large, open grassy
area which once served as a parade ground
and athletic field for the Naval Yard.

Originally serving as barracks for
Marines stationed at the Naval Yard, the
property was built in 1901 according to the
Romanesque-style design of Chicago-

based architect Henry Ives Cobb. The
building is being converted to offices by
P&A Associates.

Originally known as The Zimmerman
Slaughterhouse and Meat Packing Building,
431 Fairmount Avenue is situated in the
Northern Liberties National Register District.
It was built by Daniel B. Zimmerman
(1863 - 1928) when he was at the height of
his success in the cattle industry.

Zimmerman built his Slaughterhouse
and Meat Packing Building in 1911 in the
thriving German enclave in Northern
Liberties. Adorning the top of the building
are four terra-cotta steer heads and a globe
with the letter “Z” superimposed. Now
known as “Fairmount Quarters”, the prop-
erty is being developed as condominiums.

Easements on two residential properties
were donated by their home owners: a late
Victorian twin house in Chestnut Hill and a
Classical revival style rowhouse in Society Hill.

2006 Year-End Easements

The Marine Barracks.



CORNERSTONE SOCIETY

The Abstract Company
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Balin
Alan and Constance Buerger
Mr. Richard Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Michael Cohen
Mr. Allan Domb
Mr. William Frankel
Dr. and Mrs. Henry A. Jordan
Susan and Leonard Klehr
Ms. Janet S. Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew S. Margolis
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Marshall
Mr. and Mrs. Don Meginley
Bill and Lenore Millhollen
John Milner Architects
Mrs. Nancy Most
Mr. Paul Pincus
Ms. Rebecca Stoloff
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley F. Taraila
Ted and Stevie Wolf
Kate Stover and Tim Wood

CORPORATE SPONSORS

ARC Wheeler
Brandywine Construction and Management, Inc.
Citizens Bank
Domus, Inc.
Dranoff Properties, Inc.
George Woodward Co.
Goldman Properties Philadelphia, Inc.
INTECH Construction
John Milner Architects
Klehr, Harrison, Harvey, Branzburg & Ellers LLP
Michael Singer, Inc.
Paradigm Realty Alliance
Parkway Corporation
Pennrose Properties
Philadelphia Management Co.
Philadelphia Private Bank
Saul Ewing LLP
Toll Brothers, Inc.
Unkefer Brothers Construction
Vitetta
Yaron Properties, Inc.

BENEFACTOR MEMBER

Ms. Deborah Dilworth Bishop
Mr. John K. Cugini
Ms. Amber Eichner

PATRON MEMBER

Mr. Henry G. Hart, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Haas
Ms. Ida Newman
Mrs. Joseph T. Beardwood III
Ted Newbold and Helen Cunningham
Mr. James B. Straw
Mr. Matthew J. Koenig AIA
Dan and Barbara Rottenberg
Mr. Eugene Buckley and Mr. Colin Likens
Ms. Helen H. Ford

PROFESSIONAL PARTNERS

1:1:6 Technologies Incorporated
A & E Construction
A.D. Marble & Company, Inc.
AIA Philadelphia
The Athenaeum of Philadelphia
Atkin, Olshin, Lawson-Bell
Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll
Beam Illuminating Architecture
Becker Winston Architects
Blackney Hayes: Architects
Bower Lewis Thrower Architects
Brawer & Hauptman Architects
Bruce E. Brooks & Associates
Buccini/Pollin Group
Buell Kratzer Powell Ltd.
Campbell Thomas & Co., Architects
Cecil Baker & Associates
Center City District
Citzens Bank
Clarion/Samuels Associates
Cloud Gehshan Associates
Cohen Seglias Pallas Greenhall & Furman PC
Cultural Resource Consulting Group
CVM Engineers
Dagit Saylor Architects
Dilworth Paxson LLP
Duane Morris LLP
E. Allen Reeves, Inc.
E.& M. Engineering
East Bradford Township
Eichler & Moffly Realtors
Facility Specialists LLC
Felix Chavez, Inc.
Frens and Frens, LLC
Friends of Historic Bethlehem Pike
GE Real Estate
The Goldenberg Group
Granite Penn Square
Gray Smith's Office
Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corp.
Haverstick-Borthwick
Heritage Consulting Group
Hillier Architecture
Historical Society of Pennsylvania
Janet Klein
J.J. DeLuca Company Inc.
J.S. Cornell & Son
Jacobs/Wyper Architects LLP
John Canning & Co.
John Milner Associates, Inc.
Kaiserman Company, Inc.
KB Consultants Inc.
Keast & Hood Co.
Kelly / Maiello Architects
Kise Straw & Kolodner
Kitchen and Associates
Klein & Hoffman, Inc.
Knapp Masonry
KPMG
Kreilick Conservation LLC
L.F. Driscoll Co.
Landmark Facilities Group, Inc.
Langsam Stevens & Silver LLP
Levine Co.
Loughry and Lindsay LLC
Marianna Thomas Architects
Martin Jay Rosenblum RA & Associates
Marvin Waxman Consulting Engineers, Inc.
McMullen Roofing Inc.
Milner + Carr Conservation
MMA Financial Inc.
New Kensington Community Development Corp.
Ms. Ida Newman
Northstar Advisors LLC
O'Donnell & Naccarato Inc.
Organic Landscape and Construction Inc.
Oxford Construction Development Inc.
Palmer Waterproofing Inc.
Patrick J. Murphy & Assoc. Inc

Paul Steege & Associates Architects
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency
Pepper Hamilton LLP
The Philadelphia Housing Authority
Philadelphia Industrial Development Corp.
Philadelphia Museum of Art
Philadelphia Private Bank
Plumstead Studios
Powers & Co.
Premier Building Restoration, Inc.
Project H.O.M.E.
PZ Architects
Raff Company Builders
Rampart Holdings
Reading Terminal Market Corp.
Russell Roofing Company, Inc.
Shelterfield Valuation Service
The Shusterman Foundation
Snyderville CDC
Society Hill Civic Association
Springfield Township
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
Susan Maxman & Partners
Tackett and Company Inc.
Tague Lumber, Inc.
Temple Town Realty
Thornton-Tomasetti Group Inc.
Tower Investments Inc.
Turner Construction
Ueland, Junker, McCauley, Nicholson
Urban Engineers Inc.
Voith & Mactavish Architects
W.S. Cumby & Son, Inc.
Walter & Jackson, Inc.
Watson & Henry Associates
Wausau Window and Wall Systems
Wesley Architects
Wise Preservation Planning
Wolf Block Schorr and Solis-Cohen LLP
Woodlands Trust
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THANK YOU! 
The Preservation Alliance expresses 

its appreciation to the following 
organizations and individuals.

1616 Walnut Street, Suite 1620 
Philadelphia PA 19103 

TEL 215.546.1146     FAX 215.546.1180 
E-MAIL info@preservationalliance.com 
WEB SITE www.preservationalliance.com

B OA R D O F D I R E CTO R S

Marian Kornilowicz, chairman
Kathy Dowdell AIA, vice chair
Lenore Millhollen, secretary
Christophe Terlizzi, treasurer

Ramona Risco Benson,
Peter Benton, Omar Blaik,

Alan Buerger, Miguel Angel-Corzo,
Carl E. Dranoff, Rosemarie Fabien,

Linda Galante, Esq., Susan Glassman,
Stephen Hague, Eugene Lefevre,

Edward Liva, Betty Marmon,
Dr. Randall Mason, John D. Milner, FAIA,

David Moltke-Hansen, Paul Pincus,
G. Craig Schelter, William Schwartz,

Paul Steinke, Elise Vider

STAFF

John Andrew Gallery, Executive Director
J. Randall Cotton, Associate Director 

Pippa Scott Liebert, Director of Membership 
and Special Events

Patrick Hauck, Director of Neighborhood
Preservation Programs

Elizabeth Blazevich, Advocacy Associate
P R E S E R VAT I O N M AT T E R S

David L. S. Walters, Design & Production
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